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substituted for brigades of known Boulangist tendencies.
That M. Constans would not, under the conditions, have
stuck at trifles was well known. He was kept at a distance
from France for years afterwards, on account of his ugly
character, in the capacity of French Ambassador at Con-
stantinople, a city where at that time such a trifling peccadillo
as murder was scarcely noticed. So Boulanger knew what to
expect. Moreover, Clemenceau and the Eadical Eepublicans,
as well as Jaures and Socialists of every shade of opinion, had
become thoroughly alarmed by what they had heard and
seen during the election, and would not have given way with-
out a fight to the death. The jubilant group at Durand's,
intimidated by these assumed facts, and Boulanger with his
lack of determination and easy self-indulgence, let the'oppor-
tunity slip.

All sorts of excuses and explanations were made for the
hesitation of the General to provoke civil war. But on that
one night he should have made his position secure or have
died in the attempt. Success was, so far as a foreigner on the
spot could judge, quite possible. It might even have been
achieved without any forcible action. There was no certainty
that, when the move decided upon was actually made, either
troops or the people would have sided against the hero of the
day. But that hero failed to rise to the level of the occasion,
and the result was fatal to the immediate prospects of himself
and his followers. A warrant was issued for his arrest and he
ran away from Paris. He now became an object of pity rather
than of alarm. He was condemned in his absence, and not
long afterwards his suicide on the grave of his mistress, in
Brussels, ended his career. Thus the estimate which Clemen-
ceau had formed of his permanent influence was justified. But
it was a narrow escape. The three pretenders who had come
to France to watch the final development soon found their way
across the frontier.. Nevertheless, General Boulanger, with
all his weakness and hesitation, was for many months the most
dangerous enemy *the Eepublic ever faced. His downfall
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